
Support Species Restoration
Each year, SWG funds support research and species restoration 
projects in the 56 U.S. states, territories, commonwealths, and the 
District of Columbia.
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In 2001, the State Wildlife Grant Program was established to support 
the conservation efforts of state and territorial fish and wildlife agencies 
for species of greatest conservation need as outlined in their State 
Wildlife Action Plans. This annually appropriated funding assists fish 
and wildlife agencies in states, territories, and the District of Columbia 
in the development and implementation of programs that address the 
conservation needs of fish, wildlife, and their habitats. Eligible projects 
include research, restoration, monitoring, habitat management, and 
other proactive conservation measures to safeguard these species.  
 
Since its development, this program has awarded over $1.4 billion in 
funding to support state and territorial agencies’ species of greatest 
conservation need.

What do these funds achieve?

Conserve and Manage Habitats
State fish & wildlife agencies manage, restore, and conserve 
important habitats for species of greatest conservation need.

Develop State Wildlife Action Plans
SWG funds support the continued development of comprehensive 
State and Territorial Wildlife Action Plans that guide the restoration 
efforts of species of greatest conservation need and their habitats.
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Support Species Restoration Conserve and Manage Habitats

Conserving wildlife habitat and the natural resources 
humans depend on go hand-in-hand. With the support 
of SWG funding, the Center for Mollusk Conservation 

in Kentucky has raised and released tens of thousands 
of freshwater mussels into Kentucky rivers. This work 

has helped not only protect mussel populations but also 
improve water quality for local communities.

For over a decade, South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks 
has studied the sagebrush habitat which serves as the 
home for the native Greater Sage-Grouse. Thanks to 

SWG funds, the agency and its partners have determined 
the environment the Sage-Grouse needs for nesting and 
core nesting regions have been successfully designated 
as Priority Habitat Areas, drawing in more conservation 
resources and helping to preserve this declining species.

State Wildlife Grant funding can help reverse population 
declines and carve out futures for species at risk of being 
lost. The Boreal Toad, an alpine amphibian native to the 

Western U.S., was facing declining numbers in Utah. Using 
SWG funding, the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources was 

able to monitor populations over the long term, restore 
crucial habitat, and release thousands of juvenile toads 

into the wild, all of which helped stabilize the population.

Restoration of the official state fish of Texas, Guadalupe 
Bass, has been made possible through State Wildlife 
Grants. The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department has 

used the funds to stock this iconic fish, control invasive 
species that threaten it, and work to restore its habitat. 

Through these efforts, 10 self-sustaining populations have 
been established in the bass’ native range.
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