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Project Abstract

With hunting participation declining since the 1980s, this study will examine how governance, regulation
presentation, and regulatory outliers affect hunting regulation complexity. Such factors have implications for
hunter recruitment, retention, and reactivation (R3) objectives. Specifically, we will use surveys, focus groups,
an in-depth state-by-state regulation review, and an analysis of state governance structures to 1) catalog how
hunting regulations are promulgated in each state; 2) investigate how the presentation and delivery method of
hunting regulations influences the perception of regulation complexity among prospective and current hunters; and
3) summarize hunting regulation outliers in each state. This research builds upon the Analysis of Hunting
Regulation report (available in the National R3 Clearinghouse and funded by the MSCGP) we released in 2023 which
encompassed a review of literature related to hunting regulation complexity and a state-by-state analysis of
hunting regulations. For the current study we will add a critically useful human dimensions component through
focus groups and surveys. The results of our research will provide tangible recommendations to state agency
stakeholders and interested in mitigating regulatory barriers to achieving R3 objectives - from reducing barriers
to hunting for diverse, non-traditional hunting demographics, to bolstering hunter satisfaction and retention.
Research will be conducted at the University of Montana and through two subawards built into our grant budget.
One sub-award will be for the State University of New York’s College of Environmental Science and Forestry, which
will provide support for Dr. Millspaugh’s involvement given his co-appointment at that institution and the
University of Montana. A second subaward will be issued to the Boone and Crockett Club which will be used to fund
cooperator involvement, travel, and logistics, as well as administrative support for the project.




